The changes brought about by those who demanded a return to the Greeks are well known, unlike the relationship of these Hellenists to their contemporaries who looked back to ancient Rome. In the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, these Latin humanists could be seen as progressive, for they distinguished themselves from the barbarities of the Middle Ages and, often inspired by developments in Italy, sought to recreate features of Roman Antiquity. Graf-Stuhlhofer, in his revision of his 1980 dissertation, draws attention to a neglected centre of this humanism among doctors, the University of Vienna, and to one of its leading members, Georg Tannstetter Collimitius Based on her reading of his Fundamenta medicinae (1695), she concludes that his theoretical, corpuscular pharmacology followed logically from his physiology and pathology. Differently shaped particles of the remedies were thought to act on the "particles" of the blood and "nervous juice", improving their flow and thus the all-important "tone" of the muscular fibres. In accordance with his mechanical ideas, Hoffmann distinguished four large groups of remedies: evacuants, alterants, roborants, and sedatives.
Moreover, Lanz has scrutinized 54 of Hoffmann's case histories from the first three parts of his Medicina consultatoria (1721-39) and provides a pharmaceutical historical analysis of the 286 different remedies prescribed or recommended by him in these cases. Compared to an average materia medica of eighteenth-century German pharmacies (worked out in 1962 by Herbert Wietschoreck), Hoffmann used proportionally more simples for his recipes-in line with Hermann Boerhaave's motto "the simple is the seal of truth". Many of the medicines could be prepared in the patient's house. If the Halle professor prescribed composita, he preferred his own proprietary remedies, such as his Balsamum Vitae and his Liquor anodynus mineralis, the famous "Hoffmann's drops" still known today. As Lanz further shows, both the Hippocratic-Galenic and the Paracelsianchemiatric tradition were represented in Hoffmann's materia medica. What was new was his interpretation of the medicines' mode of action. Evacuants were still very prominent in his pharmacotherapy, although he apparently refrained from using cantharides and emetics. 
